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For Immediate Release May 1, 2013 
 

Media Note 
 

Inauguration of the National Constitutional Review 
Commission’s New Facilities 

 
On Tuesday, April 30, 2013, officials from the Governments of the United States and the 
Republic of South Sudan joined representatives from the National Constitutional Review 
Commission (NCRC) to inaugurate the completion of its new facilities, which will be used 
for the preparation of South Sudan’s draft permanent constitution. 
 
The NCRC’s new temporary facility was made possible through the Judiciary of South 
Sudan, which provided the use of its compound on a temporary basis so that the NCRC, and 
later the National Constitutional Conference (NCC), can complete their work.  The facilities 
were improved, augmented, furnished and equipped by the United States Government 
through funding by the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID).  Material 
support, including internet system and generators, and pre-fabricated office and 
conference facilities were provided and installed by the International Foundation for 
Electoral Systems (IFES) and the United Nations Office of Program Services (UNOPS), both 
partners of USAID on this endeavor.  Upon completion of the NCRC and NCC work, the 
facilities will revert permanently to the Judiciary of South Sudan. 
 
The NCRC’s mandate to prepare a draft constitutional text was recently extended through 
December 31, 2014.  Until that date, the commissioners will consider, research, analyze and 
recommend various elements of a draft constitution, which will then be deliberated on and 
approved by the NCC.  The NCRC will also prepare for a concerted education and public 
consultation effort to solicit views and suggestions from around the country to ensure that 
the needs of all South Sudanese citizens are properly represented in the nation’s new 
constitution. 
 
Attached, please find a transcript of the speech delivered by the Deputy Chief of Mission at 
the U.S. Embassy in Juba, Michael McClellan.  For questions on U.S.-support to the 
constitutional review process, please contact Victor Lugala [095-533-8181, 
vlugala@usaid.gov], or the U.S. Embassy’s Public Affairs Officer [JubaPAS@state.gov]. 
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### START SPEECH ### 
 
SPEECH ON THE OCCASION OF THE DEDICATION OF THE NCRC FACILITIES 
As delivered by Michael McClellan, Deputy Chief of Mission, U.S. Embassy - Juba 
 
Good Morning. 
 
Speaker of the National Legislative Assembly, Chief Justice, UNMISS Deputy Special 
Representative of the Secretary General, National Constitutional Review Commission 
Chairperson and Commissioners, and Distinguished Guests: I am honored to be here at this 
momentous event. 
 
I would like to start by thanking the National Constitutional Review Commission for this 
opportunity to inaugurate the completion of the new facilities in which the NCRC will begin 
preparing a permanent constitution for South Sudan. It is an honor to be part of yet another 
key step in South Sudan’s ongoing journey toward solidifying its democracy. I would also 
like to acknowledge the Judiciary of South Sudan, which has generously provided the use of 
its compound so that the NCRC, and later the National Constitutional Conference, can 
complete their work. This inter-ministerial cooperation and collaboration will hopefully 
serve as a model for your government in the years to come. 
 
“We the people”...There is no mistake why these are the first three words of the United 
States Constitution. They are not accidental. They have had powerful meaning, purpose and 
impact since the U.S. Constitution was ratified in 1789. These simple words affirm that the 
national government derives its sovereignty from the people. The same spirit will be 
reflected in your own constitutional process. 
 
It should not be lost upon any of you here today that you, the commissioners, have an 
opportunity to define your nation – to determine what kind of a country you wish to be. 
That is no small matter – and a significant responsibility that you bear. In a new nation – 
particularly one attempting to define itself in the midst of such a wonderfully rich ethnic 
and tribal diversity – a proper constitutional framework is of paramount concern. It is one 
of your most crucial instruments for reflecting the will of the South Sudanese people. It is 
also an important tool for protecting the people – ALL of your people, including those who 
may need special protections. 
 
“We the people” also reflects the constitutional process itself. Here, the concepts of 
inclusiveness and popular connection to the Permanent Constitution of South Sudan are 
manifested in the NCRC through a diverse board. Civil engagement is at the heart of its 
vision, mandate and makeup. The political, social, regional and religious diversity of its 
membership will ultimately prove to be an asset to the constitutional process. A nation-
wide public information and civic engagement campaign will also help ensure that the draft 
document represents the values of all the people across South Sudan. When speaking about 
the concept of inclusion, I cannot stress enough the importance of groups who – sadly – are 
often sidelined. Here, inclusion means two important elements: bringing everyone, 
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including women youth and other marginalized groups, into the constitutional process and 
secondly, ensuring that their rights are well incorporated into your constitution. 
 
Ensuring the NCRC’s success will require more than a vision. It will require strong 
leadership, and a commitment by all commissioners to engage fully in the process even 
when conditions are rough or funding is short. Recently, your constitutional review 
mandate was extended for two years. While we applaud this decision, make no mistake: the 
enormity of the task before you now requires that work begin in earnest without delay. 
There is no time to waste. 
 
You have a tremendous and honorable responsibility. We implore you not to squander this 
opportunity to define your nation as one for the South Sudanese people – ALL the South 
Sudanese people, including the Dinka, the Nuer, the Murle, and the dozens of other groups 
that make up the beautiful tapestry of this richly diverse country. The people and 
government of the United States have faith in you and we will stand alongside you in this 
noble endeavor. Make it something to be proud of for future generations. Make it inclusive. 
We applaud the broad array of South Sudanese stakeholders taking part in the process, and 
we recognize the personal and professional sacrifices you will make to ensure that the 
constitutional review process remains a top priority. 
 
Through the United States Agency for International Development, USAID, and its 
implementing partners, the U.S. government remains committed to a successful 
constitutional process. We embrace and endorse your vision of a truly democratic 
constitution, and we support your efforts through our technical and material support. We 
are proud to have invested 675 thousand dollars in these facilities which were improved, 
augmented with pre-fabricated facilities, furnished and equipped through USAID in 
support of your efforts. And while these facilities merely represent some of the important 
tools necessary to complete your task, it is the work you do here – and how you do it – that 
ultimately matters. Make your fellow countrymen and future generations proud. 
 
I would like to end with one of my favorite quotes from George Washington, the first 
President of the United States: “The Constitution is the guide which I never will 
abandon.” 
 
The nation of South Sudan now has that opportunity to define itself through the 
construction of its most important document. Through strong leadership, a vision of 
inclusivity, and a strong sense of urgency, I know you will succeed. 
 
Thank you for the honor of speaking here today. Congratulations and God speed. 
 
### END SPEECH ### 


